206            SELECTIONS FROM THE LETTERS

But you will justly enquire why I have not written all
this time to you? I answer I have been very Unhappy, &
could not think of troubling you about it, or any of my
real Friends. (I have written many letters to you which
I burn'd & did not send) & why I have not before now
finished the Miniature I promiss'd to Mrs. Butts? I an-
swer I have not, till now, in any degree pleased myself,
& now I must intreat you to Excuse faults, for Portrait
Painting is the direct contrary to Designing & Historical
Painting, in every respect. If you have not Nature before
you for Every Touch, you cannot Paint Portrait; & if you
have Nature before you at all, you'cannot Paint History;
it was Michael Angelo's opinion & is Mine. Pray Give
My Wife's love with mine to Mrs. Butts; assure her that
it cannot be long before I have the pleasure of Painting
from you in Person, & then that she may Expect a like-
ness, but now I have done All I could, & know she will
forgive any failure in consideration of the Endeavour,
And now let me finish with assuring you that, Tho* I
have been very unhappy, I am so no longer. I am again
Emerged into the light of day; I still & shall to Eternity
Embrace Christianity and Adore him who is the Express
image of God; but I have travel'd thro* Perils & Darkness
not unlike a Champion. I have Conquered, and shall Go
on Conquering. Nothing can withstand the fury of my
Course among the Stars of God & in the Abysses of the
Accuser. My Enthusiasm is still what it was, only En-
larged and confirmed.

I now Send Two Pictures & hope you will approve of
them. I have enclosed the Account of Money received &
Work done, which I ought long ago to have sent you;
pray forgive Errors in omissions of this kind. I am in-
capable of many attentions which it is my Duty to ob-
serve towards you, thro* multitude of employment &
thro' hope of soon seeing you again. I often oroit to